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Shaffer (STapG) and Borley with their 1968 MaFs -
_Minor. swow: The historic George € Munroe house

brought bacleto its original splendar,

The charming, exacting vision of architecture
firm Sawyer/Benson combined with an
exquisite shingle-style East Harmpton
mansion results in a hamonious abode

for the Eos Orchestra’s artistic director;
Jonathan Sheffier, and his partner,

Christopher Barley, MD.

by Tess Ghilaga
phatographs by Hliott Kaufman

he past should be present with the
present,” Jonathan ShefTer declare:
As artistic director af the Eos
Circhestra, he unites forgotten works
off music with theatrical elements in
concert halls throughout the country. Shefler
imports that same credo into his historic East
Hampton manse, which he shares with his partner
Christopher Barley, M., The resulting score: A
harmony of nineteenth- and twentioth-century
architecture and IJI."'.-!UI warthy af a raucous
stancling ovation
Built in 1888 by LH. Green Jdr., one of the East
Enc’s premier architects of the perod, the Geongs
E. Munre houwse lekes ils name from the original
owner, 0@ New York doctor and former second
presdent of the Maidstone Club. “The house scared
w It of people because it was in such bad shape,”
sivs Brian Sawver, of Sawver/Bersan, the architect
and landscape archliect Shoffer commisginned
when he purchased the hame in 196928, “But Jonatho
recofnized how areal (1 was: e ||||,I-|_-|I one of
the most beautilul examples ol shingle-style
mrchitecture oul there,”

The fast and focused renovation took only five
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tor: A good game of chess aften makes up the
waekend agendo. snow wrm: The sun-drenched lok-
like master bedroom and gourmat kitchen, micw.



] R e
French chinoiserie painting

and antique weights,

ol peoplebgcause—it was
Jonathan rec¢ognized how

great IT was.




The sitfing area, in “the
Darm,” features a
patchwork zebra rug from
Jetfrey Bilhuber, An
Edwardion staryboard
print of Alice in
Wonderlond. stLow:
Shaffar's Mason & Homlin
baby grand piano.




menths, “The last féw days were a

beehive of activity,” Sheffer
recalls, referring o tho final day
whan at least 50 warkers were
ralling out the lawn and managed
1o finish the job that night
SLAVING true to the ariginal
assthetic, the couple modernized

the house withoul changing
g character. “1 tried 1o keep i
ae much of a beach house as
possible,” the musician says, “The
nature of the architécture speaks
to the seaside quality of the
house.” That meant bringing the
home upr to speed, while Keeplng
some less than perfect elements
that give it =0 much charm, such
as the old windows, the o
shaped doorknaobs, and even the

Dutch doars that bacely line up, They also tackled the design

missteps of the previous owners: painting over Black wallpaper in
the dining room ripppangg out Howabeum, and restoring a back porch
thaat, over time, had moephed fnfo an enclesed foom

Sheffer set his sights on a beautiful, pladn and comfortable décs
“T'm very Busy inomiy head,” the composericonductor explains, “so |

dhiont win! my surroundimgs D be oo bosy” ShelTer enbisted the

Fomir tiny imaloks guarters Fesiilbed
i the ol -like maester bedroom
Thi surrounding property also

underwent o reconstruction. “The

prouncls were Nke Grey Gardens,”
Barley recalls, relerring (o the
mifamous estale in East Hampton
oned owned by Jackie 008 davwn-
al-the-heels cousing. Today, with

the overgrowth and trees cleared

wway. the meticulously groomed
property offers an abundance of
leisure activities: an arrow-
shaped swimming pool. 8 white
Hansel and Gretel-style cottage
thut functions as & weight room.
ind & tennis court, A horse barn,
also designed by Green and

mowved to the rear o

! praperty.

will soon serve as Sheflfer’s

privale space [or Curmipasing wnil [Aracticing his music
[he home also stands a5 o sanciuary for Barley. "When 'm out

here, iU's a retrest for me.” the busy doctor 2w, whoe s active In the

politics of healthcare and is a member of the Cltta Organization,
which bullds hospitals in third warld countries. =1 ke to check in
there amd not leave the grounds.”

Formality may not be the low-key couple’s cup of tea. But for one

Staying true to the original aesthetic,
the couple modernized the house
without changing its character.

assistance of interior designer Marlanne Larsen. whom he
cullaborated with on his New York residence. ©1 like earth tones aned
things very neutral.” says Sheffer, °1 think people should be the
tolor.” The home is filled with mid-century antlques, upholsterad
furniture, Pottery Barmn pieces, flea markets finds, Tihetan rugs
and scores of lighting (he has a thing for lamps) that all seem to
buck tradition and trends, “A chalr or lamp sings to me and |
hmwve to put it in the house,” ShefTer says. “Thare is no processing
It"s just instinctive.”

A collection of photagraphy and artwork serves puroly Tor
decorative purposes, which includes the waorks of Boss Bleckner, Eric
Freeman, and Anthony Goloolea. "The art Is usually hought ot a
benefit or an auctlon. so it goes to a good ciuss,” Barley says

They reconfigured the upstairs by tearing down walls, allowing for
fosur gpuest bedrooms (each with waorking fireplaces) The bargest puest
room, dulrbed "the Dorm,” with two double beds and a sitting anca,

sccommadates familles and some free-spirited singles. Combining

vary spectal nocasion they took extrems measures. While wiiting on a
vikit to the hame from former President Clinton and the Fiest Lacy,
the dun hired gardeners to spruce up the lown with a treatment
But instead, the verdant grass turned an unsightly brown. With
soma quick thinking, an emergency point job tarmed the lewn back
“1 wins afraid Hillary's shoes would turn

to its rich emerald hue

green,” Barley reminisces. "But they didnt.” Too bad.  For if they

didd, then she'd surely squirrel them away—a memento from her

wigit to this beautiful seaside home ﬁ

The annuad Eos Orchestra benelit takes ¢ o Augiust 16 in North

Hirven, The cockianl reception will festune @ performancoe of Saint-
Sacns” twoeprme rmasferwork “Carmnval of the Animals™ with
mesnbers of the Eos Orchesinn and o surprese narestor. For mon

mlowrrratnon ciell 212-6507-64 15



